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SCHOOLS � BUDGET 

460. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Education: 
I refer to the minister�s budget commitment to build or upgrade 32 schools over the next six years.  

(1) Is it not true that the building or upgrading of more than half these schools was committed to and 
funded by the previous government? 

(2) Is the minister aware that some of these schools she is building are already open and have students in 
attendance; and, if so, will she advise the house which ones? 

(3) How will building only 14 additional schools over the next six years possibly cover the massive 
population growth across the outer suburbs of Perth and Mandurah? 

(4) Why has the minister deleted from the budget a new primary school at Meadow Springs? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 
(1)-(4) I am really pleased to inform the Leader of the Opposition that the capital works project that has been 

announced is the biggest ever in Western Australia�$1.0662 billion. It is four times bigger than any 
previous capital works budget in education. 

Mr M. McGowan: That�s ridiculous! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Well, that is in the budget; it is fantastic. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Four times bigger�commonwealth money! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I am also delighted that the commonwealth government has made a major contribution to 
this budget�$666.2 million. However, the state�s contribution is $399.6 million�just a tad under $400 million.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: So without Kevin Rudd�s commitment, your effort is pathetic! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Let me tell the Leader of the Opposition about his last effort.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Okay; it�s on! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The amount of $400 million happens to be 41 per cent higher than last year�s capital 
works budget; that is, it is 41 per cent higher than the last budget of the Leader of the Opposition when he was 
Treasurer. Last year�s budget was the biggest budget for education across the years from 2001. We are therefore 
going up in huge steps. More than $1 billion in capital works is a major contribution to Western Australian 
schools. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: When I was a graduate student in Sydney many years ago studying political psychology, 
one of things we had to do was go to a psychiatric hospital and sit in and watch a group therapy session. Every 
time I come into question time these days when the mob opposite starts yelling at us one after the other, it 
reminds me of that group therapy session. I am so pleased that we can provide � 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You think the opposition is mentally ill, do you? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Three-quarters of an hour every day of group therapy would be wonderful for members 
opposite, because they would all calm down and go away and get on with their work. It would be really good for 
them. They would love it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I cannot find any evidence that a school at Meadow Springs was actually on the drawing 
board of the last government. I dealt with this matter in grievances today. It was not on the drawing board, as I 
have had that checked with the Department of Education and Training. The member for Mandurah is quite 
rightly concerned about children in that area, particularly about their safety. I dealt with that matter in grievances 
this morning and I offered the member for Mandurah 31 July as the date that I could spend the day in schools 
there and look at that problem. It is an issue that is, therefore, very much on the drawing board and we will 
continue to watch that � 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What about Safety Bay; why have you claimed that? 
Dr E. CONSTABLE: Come on! We will deal with Meadow Springs first.  
 


